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rights and interests of the natives would be safeguarded as
British subjects, and a commission would be appointed to
inquire into all reputed purchases of land, and to decide upon
such claims according to the Maori land laws. It was to be
strictly laid down that the Queen would not acknowledge as
valid any title to land which was not either derived from
or confirmed by a grant to be made in Her Majesty's name,
or on her behalf.

It was on January 14, 1840, that Captain Hobson crossed
over from Sydney to New Zealand, and, after issuing various
proclamations, according to the terms of his instructions just
given, he summoned the chiefs of all the tribes to meet him at
Waitangi, on the north shore of the Bay of Islands, for the pur-
pose of consenting to a treaty with the Queen of Great Britain.
This historic meeting, at which was to be signed the great
charter of the Maori race, took place on February 4, 1840, and
was attended by a large number of chiefs, by Henry Williams,
the missionary and interpreter, by Captain Hobson and his
officials, and by a number of Europeans. The scene was a
dramatic one, and very picturesque. Round the Lieutenant-
Governor, on a wooden platform that had been raised in a
central space, encircled with white tents and decorated with
flags, sat the Maori chiefs, grave and motionless as statues, but
keenly watching the proceedings, and deeply excited by the
importance of the occasion. Among them moved the veteran
missionary, Henry Williams, with copies of the treaty in the
Maori language, which he explained to them point by point
Captain Hobson then made a speech, in which, as impressively
as he could, he assured the natives that they might give their
absolute confidence to the good faith of the Queen's govern-
ment, and pleaded with them, for their own saie, to give their
assent to the treaty which was about to be read*
, Never before in the history of the Empire had such generous
terms been voluntarily accorded by the British race to the
native people of a land on which the flag had been planted, and
tiae Treaty of Waitangi gave a charter of rights which had